
Minutes of the Special Meeting of January 21, 2004 (Commission Interviews) 

City Hall, Suite 200 Conference Room, 1070 Sixth Avenue 

ROLL CALL – 6:30 P.M. 

COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT: Mathewson, Feierbach, Warden, Bauer, 

Metropulos 

COUNCILMEMBERS ABSENT: None 

Staff Present: City Clerk Cook 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Councilmember Warden stated that although this was a public meeting, he requested 

that subsequent applicants to hear the interview questions of the previous candidates, 

and suggested that they be asked to wait outside the room. He noted that this process 

was used successfully during the city council appointment interview process. Council 

requested that applicants wait in the hallway during interviews. 

Interview candidates for the Planning Commission to fill two vacancies for terms 

to expire on March 1, 2005. 

Jackie Horton, Chula Vista Avenue, stated that no two people look at a project the 

same way. She also stated that until recently the City has not had a vision. She noted 

the rules should be followed, or change the rules. She stated that commission 

decisions made should be informed, not personal. She said it was important for 

neighbors to know about an upcoming project, that the project should fit into the 

neighborhood, and should not be out of scope. She added that in her 

design/construction profession she has advocated for a project, even if she didn’t like 

it personally. She stated that larger homes could be permitted if there is no negative 

impact, and that how it is designed is important. She added that size is a perspective. 

She stated that a noise ordinance could set parameters for mixed-use zoning or 

commercial areas near residential. She noted that she has been a project proponent and 

applicant in her professional life, and has worked on various committees, including 

permit streamlining. She added that Belmont should ask more from developers. She 

concluded by saying that Belmont is a desirable location. 

Christine Wozniak, Solana Drive, stated that she has lived in Belmont for twenty 

years and has two children in public school. She cares about the future of Belmont, 

and is interested in preserving the environment. Her hobbies include gardening and 



landscaping. She has been active on corporate committees, School Force, and is 

current the president of the McDougal Neighborhood Association, and recently 

initiated committee comprised of the neighborhood association presidents. She is a 

high-tech manager who has been on both sides of an issue. She has done many 

remodeling projects and is familiar with the permit process. She stated that there are 

not enough services in Belmont for the people who live here, such as small stores, 

restaurants, and more things for kids to do. She stated Belmont should be a livable 

community, and that Silicon Valley is overdeveloped. She commented that developing 

commercial areas near residents takes careful planning, and the business should work 

with the community. She added that she would advocate for the neighborhoods. She 

commented that intelligent development involves the placement of buildings in the 

front, and parking in back or underground. Her opinion was that Belmont should not 

give into development just for the money, that livability is more important than 

money. She commented that commissioners should look at both sides of an issue, and 

use personal values when making decisions. She added that she likes to research and 

delve into issues, and asks a lot of questions. She noted that missing from the 

commission is representation from the McDougal area, and that she is female. She 

stated that she likes the Belmont Theater building, liked the Ross Lighting building 

before it was torn down, and misses the Victorians in the downtown area. 

Joe Dermenjian, Middelsex Road, stated that Belmont needs to simplify the process 

for remodeling. He stated that issues facing Belmont were growth, parking, 

infrastructure improvements, and undergrounding of utilities. He noted that the 

granting of a variance depends on the situation, that safety is important, and that you 

are never going to please everyone. He stated that when approving new development, 

factors to consider are the dollar impact for the City, and the impact on the 

community. He commented that he enjoys Waterdog Lake, the parks, and the San 

Juan Canyon area for hiking. He stated that development on El Camino would be 

beneficial if designed well, if there is sufficient parking, and it should serve the needs 

of the community. He added that it should not be high-rise. He described a variety of 

inexpensive improvements that could be made to Waterdog Lake, including trail 

improvements, swimming, fishing, and picnic area. 

Don McKenzie, Phyllis Court, stated that the College View park upgrade made it an 

attractive asset in the neighborhood. He stated that he had experience on architectural 

review and association boards, and has facilitated meetings for companies. His 

background is as a management consultant in sales and marketing. He noted that he 

was attracted to Belmont by its beauty, trees, hills, and canyons, and that these are 

valuable assets to protect. He said that his grown children have commented on the 

improved attractiveness in Belmont when they have returned to visit. He stated that 

downtown was defined by a wider reach than just Ralston, that it included El Camino 



to Davey Glen and out to Highway 101. He added that City Hall could be an anchor 

with Twin Pines Park as a gateway. 

Brian Korn, Hillman Avenue, stated that he has lived in Belmont for five years, and 

would like to improve the planning process. He stated that Belmont he would like to 

see downtown upgraded to encourage businesses to locate here. He commented that 

code enforcement should be equitable, and that people should not benefit from 

cheating on the process. He noted that code requirements apply to 95 percent of 

properties, and there will always be exceptions. He stated that when analyzing 

decisions, planning commissioners should go with their gut feeling, and weight the 

pros and cons. He stated that setback requirements are reasonable, and that a variance 

to the 3500 square foot limit may be appropriate for larger properties. He noted that 

the projects in Belmont that he likes include the more recent developments, or those in 

progress, and the ones he does not like are some of the older developments. 

Tom Peirona, Sunnyslope Avenue, stated that he was applying for reappointment at 

this time because he likes the makeup of the current council, and that now that he is 

semi-retired, he has more time to devote. He stated that the planning commission’s 

role is to alleviate the workload of the City Council. He noted that he was sometimes 

in the minority vote when he was a commissioner, and that he is not a "yes" person. 

He stated that any new development in Belmont should occur as in-fill, especially in 

the downtown, and that the Walgreens plaza should be redeveloped. He noted that 

traffic was a continuing problem on Ralston. He commented that Belmont takes too 

long to decide on projects, and it should not be convenient for the City to defer 

projects. He stated that development in the San Juan Canyon is not off limits, but that 

any potential development should be closely examined. He disagrees with the 3500 

square foot limit, and that garage space should not be counted, since it encourages 

cars to park off the street. He added that home size should be based on compatibility, 

and that one should not put a big house on a small lot. When making decisions, 

commissioners should use fairness, and weigh the benefit the community versus the 

impact to a small group. 

Alan Slepoy, Bayview Avenue, stated that Belmont has two downtowns, including 

Carlmont Shopping Center, and that Carlmont is the better of the two. He stated that 

he is a semi-retired engineer, is familiar with the real estate business, and also has 

experience as a financial services representative. He stated that the 3500 square foot 

limit was adequate for homes, and that the hills and trees sometimes make it difficult 

to have anything bigger, but that some lots might be able to accommodate a bigger 

home. He noted that it is mandatory that commissioners visit project sites. He stated 

that the grade separation is an example of good architecture. He commented that 

Belmont is the pearl of the Peninsula, and that he wants other cities to be jealous. He 



stated that the planning commission should be active in the community, and should 

initiate projects. 

COUNCIL COMMENTS, continued 

Council discussion ensued regarding the process to be used if there are not three votes 

to appoint a particular candidate. There was consensus that a vote should be taken, 

and if there is no agreement on an appointment, the process should be reopened to 

expand the pool of candidates. Council also concurred that they would advocate for 

individual candidates. 

ADJOURNMENT at this time, being 8:30 P.M., this Special Meeting was adjourned. 

Terri Cook 

Belmont City Clerk 

Meeting Tape Recorded 

Tape No. 570 

 


